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The Star was, however, in a more adventurous mood and
entrusted its defence to Rufus Isaacs and J. Eldon Bankes, who
at the time of the issue of the writ was a prominent junior but
had taken silk before the case came on for trial. He was in future
years as Lord Justice Bankes to preside with unfailing wisdom
and urbanity over one of the Courts of Appeal.

The main purpose of the newspaper articles had been to
attack the system of distribution of Government contracts and
incidentally to challenge the accuracy and candour of Mr. Joseph
Chamberlain's statement in the House of Commons as to
his personal position, especially in relation to Kynoch's of
Birmingham.

This company, of which Mr. Arthur Chamberlain had been
chairman for a number of years, was one of the chief suppliers of
cordite to the Government, but there were circumstances in con-
nection with the allocation to it of substantial contracts which
certainly seemed to require explanation.

On more than one occasion the company had sent in a tender
at a price higher than that quoted by its competitors and had
then been given the opportunity of revising its figure, subse-
quently receiving very considerable orders. It had even happened
that Kynoch's had been given an order although their price was
the highest of seven firms tendering.

The departments concerned justified this apparent favouritism
by the plea that the public interest demanded that as many
manufacturers as possible should be encouraged to produce
cordite, and this view was accepted by the Select Committee.

But an uneasy feeling was still abroad that this explanation
was not entirely satisfactory and the Star articles only served to
add fuel to this flickering flame. For diligent research at Somerset
House unearthed the fact that, whether he knew it or not, Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain's answrer to Mr. McKenna had not told the
full story. It was discovered that there was in existence the
Birmingham Trust Company, of which Mr. Arthur Chamberlain
was again chairman, which had invested some 10 per cent of its
capital in Kynoch's shares, and that Mr. Joseph Chamberlain was
to a modest extent a shareholder in this Trust Company. Here
was the connection, however devious, between him and Kynoch's,
which might offer an alternative to the official explanation of the
preferential treatment accorded to this concern. While strongly
disclaiming any suggestion of actual corruption, the newspaper
contended that illegitimate pressure had been brought to bear
upon Government departments in the interest of Kynoch's on the
strength of the Colonial Secretary's family connection with it,